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Abstract: Fourteen years ago, in 2003, in the UK national newspaper The
Guardian, Robert Phillipson wrote an article titled ‘The Future of ELT’. In
that article, he stated that: “Language teaching faces many exciting
challenges”. This plenary presentation will, then, start by looking at
Phillipson’s predictions about the future of English language teaching and
learning, and some of the challenges facing us as TESOL professionals
today. More than a decade after the article in The Guardian, the thenPresident of the TESOL International Association, Deena Boraie, posted a
blog, in February 2014, titled ‘The Future of English Language Teaching
and Learning Locally and Globally’. In her blog, Boraie wrote:
“Ideologically, there is a growing movement that advocates that the best
way to educate children is through their mother tongue, and within this
movement this is seen as a basic human right.” Much has happened since
2014, which may give us an indication of where we may be headed in the
future, and how we might get to the stars.
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